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POLITICS OF MEXICO 

Instructor: Professor Paul Haber 243-4862 haber@selway. umt. edu 
Political Science Department, course #327 
Autumn 2000 
Meets Tuesday and Thursday 3:40- 5:00 
Office Hours: LA 355 TR 2:00 - 3:30 
Required texts available for purchase in UC Bookstore: 
--Roderic Ai Camp, Politics in Mexico: The Decline of Authoritarianism. Third Edition. Oxford University Press, 
1999. 
--Wayne Cornelius, Todd Eisenstadt and Jane Hindley, eds., Subnational Politics and Democratization in Mexico. 
Center for U.S-Mexican Studies, 1998. 
--Jeffrey Rubin, Decentering the Regime: Ethnicity, Radicalism, and Democracy in Juchitan, Mexico. Duke 
University Press, 1997. 
Your grade will be based on two exams (each exam is 1/4 of total grade); a class presentation on a 
section from the book edited by Cornelius, Eisenstadt and Hindley (l/4); and class attendance, in-class 
assignments, and participation (1/4). Students are required to read all assigned readings before the class in 
which they will be discussed: Coming to class prepared means having read the material carefully and 
thoughtfully. It means coming to ,class each day prepared to participate by offering interpretations or 
qu.estions concerning the readings' main arguments. Students may miss three classes without explanation. 
After that, students 111ust bring a typed statement explaining their absence (calling me on the phone is not 
sufficient). Make a serious effort to get to class on time. Ifyou have a good reason for being late, convey 
it to me after class. Ifyou come in late, make sure you check with me after class so that I can mark you 
late instead of being absent. · 
Explanation of class presentation: All students are expected to have read the introduction to 
Cornelius, Eisenstadt and Hindley and submitted to the professor a list ofthree chapters in rank order of 
preference no later than February 17. Also indicate whether you prefer to work on a presentation by 
yourself or with another student. On February 22, the professor will distribute the chapter assignments. 
You need not submit a list if you have no preference for which chapter you are assigned. Class size will 
determine the size ofeach group. Most likely, some chapters will be done by one student and some will be 
done by two. Each class presentation will take half the class period. With the exception ofthe day you do 
your presentation, students are required to bring to class each presentation day a question or comment for 
each chapter. These must be typed. They will count importantly toward your final participation grade. 
Presentations will be graded according to the quality ofthe presentation. There are several basic 
requirements of all project presentations. After that, each student or student group will make their.own 
decisions regarding style and substance. Students are strongly encouraged but not required to meet with the 
professor and to solicit his feedback regarding your presentation plans. The basic requirements are as 
follows: 
--The presentation should not simply summarize the chapter reading. Students should strive to make an 
argument or ask a question or set ofquestions that are then addressed thoughtfully in the presentation. 
--The presentation should make reference to at least three articles or one book. Oftentimes, id~as for these 
outside readings can be found in the author's notes. The ideas of these outside readings should be 
integrated into the presentation. 
--At least 15 minutes must be reserved for questions from the audience. 
--·------ --------·----------- -­·~-----------------··~--- --··--------------- ­
It may become necessary, over the course ofthe class, to rearrange assignments or alter the 
schedule. Any changes in scheduling will be announced in class. Ifyou miss class, you are responsible for 
checking with another student for lecture notes and any announcements that may have been made regarding 
scheduling or assignments. 
Some recommended readings: 
Peri Fletcher. Casa de mis Suenos: Consumption and Identity in a Mexican Village. Westview, April 1999 
Sergio Aguayo Quezada. Myths and [Mis] Perceptions: Changing US Elite Visions ofMexico. Center for U.S.­
Mexican Studies, 1998. 
Sergio Aguayo Quezada, "Electoral Observations and Democracy in Mexico" in Kevin Middlebrook, ed. Electoral 
Observation and Democratic Transitions in Latin America. Center for US/Mexican Studies, 1998. 
' John Bailey and Sergio Aguayo Quezada, eds. Strategy and Security in U.S.-Mexican Relations Beyond the Cold 

War. Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, 1996. 

Victoria Rodriguez. The Emerging Role ofWomen in Mexican Political Life. Westview Press, 1998. 

Heather Fowler- Salamini and Mary Kay Vaughan, eds. Women ofthe Mexican Countryside, 1850-1990. 

University of Arizona Press, 1994. 

Edward Mccaughan. Reinventing Revolution: The Rennovation ofLeft Discourse in Cuba and Mexico. Westview 

Press, paperback edition, 1998. 

Ramon Eduardo Ruiz. On the Rim ofMexico: Where Rich and Poor Rendezvous. Westview Press, August 1998. 

Wayne Cornelius and David Myhre, eds. The Transformation ofRural Mexico: Reforming the Ejido Sector. Center 

for US-Mexican Studies, 1998. 

Carol Wise, ed., The Post-NAFTA Political Economy. Penn State Press, September 1998. 

J. Nash and C. Kovic. "The Reconstitution of Hegemony: The Free Trade Act and the Transformation of Rural 

Mexico" in James Mittelman, ed. Globalization: Critical Reflections. Lynne Rienner, 1996. 

Marcelo Suarez-Orozco, ed. Crossings: Mexican Immigration in Interdisciplinary Perspectives. David Rockefeller 

Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University, 1998. 

David Spener and Kathleen Staudt, eds. The US-Mexican Border: Transcending Divisons, Contestingldentities. 

Lynne Rienner, 1998. 

Matthew Gutmann. The Meanings ofMacho: Being a Man in Mexico City. University of California Press, 1996. 

Langewiesche, William. 1998. Invisible Men. The New Yorker, February 23-March 2 v74, pl38-146) 

Martinez, Buben. 1997. Beyond Borders: Culture, Movement, and Bedlam on Both Sides of the Rio Grande. 

Report on the Americas. Jan/Feb v:XXX n4 p36(4). NACLA. 

National Geographic, Special Issue, Emerging Mexico. August 1996 

Hector Aguilar Camin and Lorenzo Meyer. Jn the Shadow ofthe Afexican Revolution: Contemporary Mexican 

History, 1910-1989. University of Texas Press, 1994. 

Roderic Camp. Politics in Mexico. Oxford University Press, 2nd edition, 1996. 

3 
Stephen Morris. Political Reformism in Mexico: An Overview ofContemporary Mexican Politics. Lynne Rienner, 
1995. 

Jorge Dominguez and James McCann. Democratizing Mexico: Public Opinion and Electoral Choices. Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 1996. 

Tom Barry. Crossing the Line: Immigrants, Economic Integration, and Drug Enforcement on the U.S.-Mexico 

Border. Interhemispheric Resource Center Press, 1994. 

Tom Barry. Zapata's Revenge: Free Trade and the Farm Crisis in Mexico. South End Press, 1995. 

Richard Rodriguez. Days ofObligation: An Argument with My Mexican Father. Penguin Books, 1992. 

Judith Hellman. Mexican Lives. The New Press, 1994. 

Maria Lorena Cook. Organizing Dissent: Unions, the State, and the Democratic Teacher's Movement in Mexico. 

Penn State Press, 1996. 

Jorge Castaneda. The Mexican Shock. The New Press, 1995. 

Gerardo Otero, ed. Neo/ibera/ism Revisited. Westview, 1996. 

Guillermo Bonfil Batalla, Mexico Profundo: Reclaiming A Civilization. University of Texas Press, 1996. 

Wayne Cornelius and David Myhre, eds. The Transformation of Rural Mexico. Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, 

1998. 
Computer Links 
There are a large number of web sites and e-mail news services that pertain to Mexico. Mexican 
newspapers can also be easily accessed. Here are a couple of sources. I am always on the look out for new sources, 

so please let me know ifyou find good stuff. 

--MEXICAN LABOR NEWS AND ANALYSIS. MLNA can be viewed at the UE's international web site: 

HTTP://www.igc.apc.org/unitedelect/. 

--MEXPAZ. To subscribe to a chapter ofMEXPAZ, send to: 

chapter-request@sjsocial.org 

Subject: subscribe 
where the word "chapter" is replaced by one of the chapter names listed 
below. MEXPAZ provides the following chapters: 
SPANISH ENGLISH 
analisis analysis 
informacion information 
chiapas-esp chiapas-eng 
derechos rights 
solidaridad solidarity 
--For Mexican newspapers, simply use a search engine such as Yahoo and do a search for Mexican newspapers. 
There are a wide variety available. In Spanish, I would recommend beginning with La Jornada. In English, there . 
is much less to choose from. Try The News. For those who read Spanish, I also highly recommend two journals: 
Proceso, which can be seen at www.proceso.com.mx/ and Nexos, which can be seen at www. nexos. com. mx/. 
J
4 ,~.,· . ,..,.,.. 
January 27 Camp, chapters one and two 
February 1 Camp, chapters three and four 
February 3 Film, no reading 
F~bruary 8 Camp, chapters five and six 
February 10 Camp, chapters seven and eight 
February 15 Camp, chapters nine and ten 
February 17 Exam workshop 
February 22 Exam#l 
February 24 Rubin, pp. 1-23 
February 29 Rubin, pp. 24-63 
March 2 Rubin, pp. 64-101 
March 7 Rubin, pp.102-149 
March 9 Rubin; pp. 161-205 
March 14 Rubin, pp. 206-237 
March 16 TBA 
March28 Rubin, pp. 238-276 
March 30 Exam workshop . 
April 4 Exam#2 
READING AND PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS 
Student Presentations on Subnational Politics and Democratization in Mexico 
April 6 Chapters two and three 

April 11 Chapters four and five 

April 13 Chapters six and seven 

April 18 Chapters eight and nine 

April 20 Chapters ten and eleven 

April 25 Chapters twelve and thirteen 

April27 No class, due to National Conference on Undergraduate Research held here at UM. 
May2 Chapter 14 and TBA 
May4 TBA 
